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General Epiſtle 
FRIENDS 


Who are Convinced of 
qd _ 


God's Eternal TRUTH, 


And have Reccived the Teſtimony of it. 


: © That all maybe Kept Faithful in theirTeſti- 
mony te the Truth, Life and Power of God, 
which is Unchangeable , 


And be preſerved unto God by his Power (ont of and 
.over) all that which is Changeable, and ſuch a 
as are ſubjeft ts Change their Wayes, 
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By James Parke. 


Printed in the Year 167 


C83 
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A General Epiſtle to Friends, &c. 


Ear Friends and Brethrex, in the Univerſal 

D Love of God do I falute you, and in the 

freſh Remembrance of the Power of that 

Life which hath no End do I exhort you all to keep in 

the unchangeable Life and Power, which was betare 
Death and Weakaeſs was, which is the ſame forever, 
and purely preſerves to God out of Darkneſs, Weak- 
nefs, and all that which is Changeable ; the minding 
whereof brings Darkneſs over the Underſtanding, 
and will weaken your Faith in the Day of Tryal,from 
whence comes Doubting, Fleſhly Realonings and Un- | 
belief about Ged's Requirings, and the Teftimony 
of the Truth;and one ſaith God —_— one thing ,an0- 
ther appears in a Contrary Mind, and yet pretends 
his freedom in the Truth in that which 1s inconſiſtent with 
the Teſtimony of Truth, as generally received and be- 
lieved by all that keep in the Spirit of it, and are bap- 
tized by one Spirit into one Body : Here is not many 
Minds, Opinions, Diviſion, nornone Broken in Tudg- 
meat in their Teſtimony,as it is amongſt them all who 
are out of the Life and Power of God, they. are kept 
in the many Minds, Opinions, Diviſion, and Bro- 
ken in Judgment, changing as the Times change, their 
Minds, Opinions and Judgments being wrong, cor» 
rupted, and being in that that is changeable, and will 
have an End, they look for Help from that which is 
changeable, and will have an End : But Dear Friends, 
you that are brought and redeemed out of that that is 
changeable, and will 4” an end.into that which is 
2 un- 
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unchangeable of God, and is the ſame forever, @ 
dwell and abide in that which gathers you into one, 
and to mind the ſame things, and to be kept one in 
Heart, Soul and Spirit, and ſpiritual Judgment, a- 
gainſt all that which would divide in God's 1ſreel, 
againſt all that which would keep Self alive, and plead 
to ſave Self, when God's Teſtimeny requires Self- 

denyal, and Crofling Self (and 'tis faithful followin 
of the Lamb he __ and He and his faithful Fol. 
lowers muſt have the Vitory, and not the Dragon, 
nor his Followers, be they never fo many, and keeps 
out of the Dragon's nature and power, by whickþs 
Followers Plot and AR Miſchief: there is a greater 
Power in you that are found faithful Followers of the 
Lamb, Chrift Jeſus , O feel him in you the higheft 
and greateſt Power ; look ſtedfaſtly to him for Help 
in all your Diftrefſes, Suffterings, Perfls and Dangers, 
that you may be expoſed to, or meet with for bearing 
our Teſtimony for his Name and Honour's ſake, who 
1s able and can fave and deliver you out of all your 
Tronbles and Sufferings, after you have ſuffered a 
while, and'to make you perfe&t ; more and more to 
ugite and eftabliſh all who have believed in his Grace 
and Truth, whereby in times paſt we have been ſaved 
-- and preſerved, when we have been numbred amongſt 
- Tranſgreſſors, us killed all the day long, and appointed «s 
Sheep to the Slaughter , was not then our help of the Lord 
alone? for from the mountains & hills in vain was and is 
help expeQted: and Wo, yea, great Wol know will come 
upon them that go down ts Egypt for help, when troubles, 
perils,and the weft fiery tryals come for the teſftimeny of 4 
good Conſcience & the Word of Ged;(uch will violate their 
Teſtimony to the Truth, lole their firft Love, and be 
darkned and weakned in their Faith towards God, and 
that 


that which concerns his boner & their ever/afting peace, 
and they will not lean upon the Lord, our rock and holy 
Oze of 1ſracl in the midft of us who abide faithful, and 
now is witneſied great in Power,and worthy for ever- 
more to be belicved in and obeyed, truſted tn, and fol- 


lowed fully by all that know him, 


O dear Friexd;, feel God's Salvation as Walls and Bu!» 
works round about you, to preſerve you all conſtant in iu 
Love and Faithfulne fi untc him 4nd his Command. or Requi- 
rings in your Teflimony fer God ; and letnot in the carnal 
Keaſener or Conſulter, that would lead from the Daily 
Croſs of Chriſt, and keep you back from following him - 
whithar ſoever he goes; then there will be a looking at 
the things that are ſeea, which are but remporal; and 


the winds of ſuch will be drawn back from thoſe things 


which arc ;#viſib/e and eternal: and the Eye of the mind 
being from the izviſeb/e and eternal Power of God, and 
the — thereof, there will be an Eye towards that 
which is carwa/ for help, ſuccony and deliverance; (0 car- 
wal and outward Might will be looked to, and the Spirit 
and Power of the Lord not dwelt in, whereby God hath 
done much for us, and will doin us and for us more 
and more, as we all conſtantly look to him, truſting 
in the Arm of his Power forever, he will nct leave us 
comfortleſs in the greateſt Tryals, Exerciſes or Troubles, 
that ever hereafter we may meet with, whilſt we are in this 
world, 

So in the unchangeable Power of God keep your H2- 
bitations and dwell for evermore; and meddle not 
with them that are ia that that is changeable, whoare 
tolſcd to and fro with the Winds and Crafts of men that 
lie in wait to deceive, and whereby the fimple may be 
beguiled and harmed, that deſires 70 do mrhing ay 
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the Truth,but for it. % dear Friends, be ye always vi- 
gilant and Watchful,that you may ſe the Enemy, who 
would break and divide you from your heaver/y and 
right Fudgment, & oneneſs of Heart and Spirit that God 
hath given unto many (Glory to the Lord God tor e- 
vermore) in their nuble Teſtimony for his Names lake. 
O! put you on the whole Armour of God, never to, 
be without the 4rmeur of Light,r or your Shield of Fatih, 
and take unto you that ; whenothers arm themſelves 
with Outward Swords and Carnal Weapens, be {ure the 
Weapons you War with be Spiritual, and Mizhty through 
God ts the throwing down of the ſtrong Holas of the De- 
Vil, wherein he keeps many 1n Diſobedience to,eand 
Rebellion againſt the Commands of Chriſt Feſws, who 
commands us to Leve eur Entmies, and to do good to 
them that hate us,and pray for them that deſpightefully uſe 
and perſecute ws ;, and then will you all come to ſce 
and bear witneſs to the Kingdom of ChriſtFeſiws,which is 
rot of this world, as he ſaid; and then none will hate 
their Enemies, nor do evil to any man, but will learn 
of Chriſt Jeſus to love all men, even your Enemies : 
which miad of Chriſt Jelus being come unto, ends 
all Fars, and cauſeth Fightings with Carnal YVeapons to 
ccaſe, and brings people to {ove one another, and out 
of all the &K:/{ixg that hath been in the World about 
Religion, for the mind of Chriſt Jeſus, as people come 
to have that, brings Peace 67 Earth, and not ”Vaxs, 
Blood-ſheddings, Hurting the Creature, that Bloedthurſty 
»mex delight in, and men 1n Cair's way plead for, 
which comes of the wicked Oxe, and is all contrary 
to the DoQrine and Command of our peaceable Savi- 
our Chriſt Jeſus, | 
So, dcar Friends, let the ſame mind bein you that 
was 1n him, and be you Armed therewith ; _—_ 
im 
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him and by Faith is the Viftory obtained over the 
Devil, hewever and where-ever he appears or works 
within or without, it is to hurt, weaken ard deſtroy 
the holy Seed or Babe that is of God, which tenders 
Gods Honour that the Dewvi/ and his /»framents ſtrikes 
at and wars againſt. 

Therefore all, dear Friexds, ſhut out the Devil 2nd 
his dark Spirit and Power, which is in the World,and 
leads back to the World and Egyps forhelp; that ſo 
you all may fee] the Lord your Helper to deliver in 
ſix Troubles, and alſo in ſeven, 

Ang let none be troubled when you hear of wers, 
and Rumors of Wars; look not out thereat, but look to 
the Lord, and he will ſave, uphold and preſerve you 
to the End , which, that al] Friexds every where ma 
by the Power of the Lord be kept ſtedfaſt and unani- 
mous in, I was moved ofthe Lord to write this ; who 
prefers the Welfare of $0» before any thing in this 
World, and travails for the Peace of God's People 
and the Good of all men,and who remains your Friezd 
and Brother in the unchangeable Life & Power of God, 
in which is our Safety and Preſervation in the moſt Pe- 
rilous Times, | | 


Morſe-lie-down, the 
«rn ]. Parke. 


Moneth, 167 $. 


